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All of us come to the Eucharist through our Baptism. The ritual of Baptism contains three essential 

components of what it means to be a member of this community of faith: discipleship to Jesus, 

membership in the community, and service to others. These three themes are also essential to our 

understanding of and participation in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

We are honored to journey with you and your child through Year II of the formal preparation for 

your child‘s reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist for the first time. This is a 

special time  a holy time for you, your child, and our parish. This process of preparation offers all of us  

adults and children a like  many opportunities to deepen our faith and to grow in our understanding and 

appreciation of both the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

 As we begin this journey together, it is important to think about the role parents play in “handing on the 

faith” to their children. It is vital for you to understand that, while your child maybe enrolled in either the 

parish school or parish faith formation process for children, it is you, their parents who have the greatest 

impact on your child’s faith development. How you live your faith at home as well as how you 

participate in our parish community is crucial to the faith formation of your child.  Know that our 

parish will help support you in many ways 

Sacrament preparation process for First Reconciliation begins with of a Reconciliation Parent 

Gathering that offers the opportunity to reflect on the sacrament and its impact on our lives. This process 

utilizes a preparation book for parents to use with their child at home.  Parents receive suggestions on 

how best to use this tool at home during the parent gathering and will also receive a monthly E-updates 

with helpful tips and reminders to keep them on track.  

Parents and their child will participate in a retreat experience that will further deepen their 

understanding of the sacrament as well as prepare for them for the actual celebration of the sacrament. 

Sacrament preparation process for First Eucharist follows the same format with one parent gathering 

and one retreat for children and parents to experience prior to the celebration with First Communion.  

This year’s Sacrament Preparation Calendar for First Reconciliation & First Communion is on the 

back side of this page, you will also find attached the Sacrament Event RSVP and Sacrament Fee forms.  

Please complete and return this both forms along with your Sacrament fee to the Faith Formation office by 

September 30th.  Completed forms may be dropped off at the rectory office, submitted via the school mail or 

Faith Formation attendance folder respectively. If you have received this information, and your child is not 

Catholic, please notify us. 

Contact the Faith Formation office with any questions or concerns that may arise during this preparation 

process: sacraments@srb-chicago.org or 773-286-0956. Check out Sacrament Prep page: 

https://srbchicago.wordpress.com/education/religious-education/first-communion/ 

Humbly- 

 MaryEllen Casselman  - Parish Catechetical Leader 

mailto:sacraments@srb-chicago.org
https://srbchicago.wordpress.com/education/religious-education/first-communion/

