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FAITH FORMATION FOR FAMILIES – MISSION 
 
Faith Formation for Families is a process in which parents choose to guide their child’s faith formation 
along with other parish families.  Mentored by  members of the parish staff families discover and grow in 
their relationship with Jesus Christ so as to live more fully our Catholic Christian faith. As disciples we are 

all called to make Christ present in the world through the Body of Christ, the Church. 
 
 
 
 
OUR FAITH FORMATION TEAM 

 
                                                                    Reverend Neil Fackler                                        
                                                                                 Pastor
                                                                                                                                                              
                       MaryEllen Casselman                                                   Damary Madera                                     
             Certified Parish Catechetical Leader                                  Administrative Assistant 
                        DRE@srb-chicago.org                                          faithformatinofc@srb-chicago.org 
                    773-286-0956 ext. 306                                                  773-286-0956 ext. 308 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

St. Robert Bellarmine Parish 
4646 N. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60630 
Phone: 773-777-2666 

Fax: 773-777-2770 
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Faith Formation for Families Process – 
 
Families selecting to this formation process for their child’s Faith Formation complete a partnership contact 
with the parish that outlines the expectations of parents and the parish catechetical leader. 
 
Families gather in September for an orientation and to receive their materials to use at home. 
Each month parents will focus on one unit of study in the Finding God text with their child.  At the end of 
each session in the unit, the child will complete the online assessment for that session and submit their 
scores to the parish catechetical leader via email.  
 
Families will gather each month to share what they have discovered during their studies and present how 
they as a family have put this new knowledge into practice.  
.   

 
FAMILY RESOURCES: 
 
Our text series Finding God from Loyola Press offers parents and children a number of resources to support the 

efforts of our Faith Formation for Children’s catechists and parents in Handing on the Faith.  The web links offered on 

this page are available for FREE to parents and child. 

Visit: http://www.loyolapress.com/finding-god-2013-children-resources.htm  

  

TO FIND INTERACTIVE GAMES AND STUDY GUIDES FOR YOUR CHILD.                                                                  

Simply click on your child’s grade level and select the unit your child is exploring in their Faith Formation session.   

This webpage will be helpful when/if your child is absent from their  Faith Formation session. 

===================================== 

BUILDING YOUR DOMESTIC CHURCH visit:  

http://www.loyolapress.com/finding-god-2013-children-and-families.htm 

CLICK ON LINK FOR LIVING MY FAITH & RAISING FAITH FILLED KIDS for suggestions on how to incorporate 

the materials presented in your child’s Faith Formation session. 

======================================== 

REFLECTING on the SUNDAY MASS READINGS visit:  

http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm                                                                                                                  

this page offers resources for parents/families to discuss the scripture readings from each Sunday and parents can 

subscribe to receive weekly emails for the upcoming Sunday’s readings. 
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FOR PARENT’S LIFE-LONG FAITH JOURNEY- 

Finding God e-newsletters are designed to nurture adult faith and spirituality in a practical, accessible, and 

environmentally friendly way.  The Faith Formation Office of St. Robert’s will post these seasonally on our                      

Faith Formation - Home School webpage:  

============================================================= 

COMMUNICATIONS/ SOCIAL MEDIA 

Website / Facebook / Parish App   
 
 St. Robert Bellarmine’s Faith Formation Office is striving to communicate information more effective and 
efficiently by posting all program information on our parish website located at:                                              
Faith Formation for Families 
Descriptions of our parish’s Faith Formation and Sacrament Preparation for Children processes, as well as 
information regarding registration, upcoming events, and how to contact us will be posted on our                     
parish website   Information is also posted to our parish Facebook as well as our SRB Parish App 
 
The Parish Bulletin    

Each week our parish published a bulletin, which is distributed at each of our weekend masses with 
information on Faith Formation for Children events, and celebrations.  The Parish bulletin is also posted on 
the parish website each week. 

Text Messaging    The SRB-Faith Formation Office is able to utilize text messaging via our Gmail 
account to relay important messages and reminders to families enrolled in one of our parish 
programs.  Please note that the office phone number may not be displayed when the text is received. 
Parents will need to indicate on the contact portion of the registration form if this is a preferred mode of 
communication. 

Electronic Mail      The SRB-Faith Formation Office sends a vast majority of our communications via our 
Gmail domain @srb-chicago.org.  Please be sure to adjust your SPAM to accept messages from our 
office to be received into your account.   

We appreciate being notified of any changes to your email address during the year. 
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SACRAMENT PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN  

 
All of us come to the Eucharist through our Baptism. It is through this initiation rite that we are connected to the 

community of faith. This rite also lays the foundation for our participation in the weekly celebration of Eucharist. The 

ritual of Baptism contains three essential components of what it means to be a member of this community of 

faith: discipleship to Jesus, membership in the community, and service to others. These three themes are also 

essential to our understanding of and participation in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 We at St. Robert Bellarmine are honored to journey with families when they seek to prepare their child to receive the 

Sacraments.  As we begin this journey together, it is important to think about the role parents play in “handing on the 

faith” to their children.  Know that our parish will help support you in many ways.  It is vital for you to understand that 

while your child may be enrolled in either the parish school or parish faith formation process for children, it is the 

parents who have the greatest impact on developing the faith of their child.  How you live out your faith is crucial to 

your child’s continuing to live the faith into their adulthood.  

Just as your child grows physically, intellectually, and emotionally, he or she grows spiritually as well. As a parent you 

try to meet all of his or her changing needs. You may not realize that you foster and direct his/her spiritual growth by 

the atmosphere in your home, the example of your life, the regular celebration of the Sacraments and the consistent 

faith formation from early elementary  through high school.   

================================================================== 

Sacrament Preparation for First Reconciliation and First Communion here at St. Robert Bellarmine Parish 

empowers parents to guide their child through the process as a family, with events offered at the parish to expand 

and deepen what has been discovered using the preparation materials at home. 

Sacraments Preparation for Confirmation aims to equip the candidates with the knowledge and attitudes 

necessary for a life-long process of conversion to Christ.  Parents and sponsors are urged to work with their 

candidate as they move through this process as a way to renew their own understanding of the call to live as 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Parish Catechists, teachers and the entire parish family encourage and support these 

young candidates through prayer and example so that the Sacrament becomes a meaningful faith experience for the 

entire community.  

Sacrament Preparation for Families with Older Children   is designed for families who are seeking the completion 

of Sacraments for an older child at a different time from their peers or in an alternate setting.  Parents participate in 

faith formation sessions designed to renew their own understanding of our Catholic faith as their child is experience 

their first formation in the faith.  Once a foundation of faith has been re-established, parents receive support in 

guiding their child’s preparation to receive the Sacraments, in committing to continue their child’s faith formation 

through high school and to become active members of the parish family. 

 

====================================================== 
 
 

 



 

 
 

STUDENT/FAMILY RECORDS 

The SRB-Faith Formation Office maintains a disciple (student) file for every child enrolled in our parish 
formation processes.  All files are confidential. Parents may view their student/family file at any time by 
contacting the Faith Formation Office at 773-286-0956.  Record of Progress form may be found on the next 
page of this handbook. 

STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS 

The SRB-Faith Formation Office will track the progress of each student enrolled in the Faith Formation- 
Home School process to ensure families are completing the work they agreed to when they enrolled in the 
home school process.   

Students are to take the ONLINE ASSESSEMENT at the end of each session (chapter) they complete in 
the Finding God student text. (FAMILY RESOURCE section) 

Families received a syllabus indicating a timeline for the completion of each unit of material.  Families will 
be contacted monthly on their progress based on the Online Assessment scores submitted.  Families will 
need to complete and submit the Online Assessment scores for each chapter of the text before they may 
enroll their child in the next level/grade of Faith Formation for Children.   

Completion of the level-grade material will also impact the child’s readiness for Sacrament preparations. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

SRB-FAITH FORMATION 2018-19 
 

FAMILY NAME:                                            STUDENT NAME:                                          GRADE / LEVEL:   

 

 

 

 

 

S-11 S-12 S-13 S-14 S-15 UNIT 2 

      

      

      

      

 

S-16 S-17 S-18 S-19 S-20 UNIT 3 

      

      

      

      

 

S-21 S-22 S-23 S-24 S-25 UNIT 4 

      

      

      

      

 

S-21 S-22 S-23 S-24 S-25 UNIT 5 

      

      

      

      

 

 GATHERINGS:   September –Orientation / October / November/ December / January / February / March / April 

 

S-1 S-2 S-3 S-4 S-5 UNIT 1 

      

      

      

      


