
NOVEMBER UPDATE 
 

PARENT-SPONSOR EVENING with Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson 
Parents and sponsors came together for this evening they did not anticipate!  Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson 
is a master story-teller, theologian, and disciple of Jesus Christ who shared his journey of faith with all 
assembled. 
 
Points to Ponder: 

 DO YOU BELIEVE IN A GOD OF SURPRISES? /DOES YOUR CANDIDATE? 
 DO YOU KNOW YOU ARE LOVED UNCONDITIONALLY BY GOD? / DOES YOUR CANDIDATE? 
 IS EVERYTHING IN YOUR LIFE AN ACCIDENT OR A GIFT? /IF GIFT, ARE YOU GIVING THANKS 

EVERYDAY? / WHAT ABOUT YOUR CANDIDATE? 

=========================== 
As a Confirmation parent, a Confirmation sponsor you are to help your candidate: 

 claim their Baptism 
 appreciate what they are Confirming! 
 understand that everything in their life is A GIFT from God (even the pain) 
 identify and name their unique gifts  
 grow out of their poverties (everytime you love you have to die to that part of you that does not 

want to love) 
 the Sacrament of Confirmation is a VERB (a way of life) 

At the end of the evening those present were asked to share what surprised and inspired them about 
the evening; and now what are you going to do now?   
 
So, what are you going to do now? 
 
 

 Holy Fire Rally at the UIC pavilion 
 

Eleven candidates attended this year's Holy Fire Rally at the UIC pavilion.  
It was a day filled with music,dance, inspirational speakers, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharistic 
Adoration, Mass and 5,000 middle schoolers!  
The energy was pallable. 
 
Our candidates entered this event not quite sure of what to expect; on the way home they shared the 
following action steps they will strive toward: 

 Pray more 



 Express my faith more 
 Go to church more and participate! 
 Think about God and zone out the evil 
 Face my fears more and push away negative thoughts 
 Pray and spend more time with God 
 Turn to God more and pray to him 

 The message they would share with you, their family, their friends: 

 How fun it was 
 Show my family that we need others to guide us in faith 
 That God is always with you through the good and bad times 
 I was blessed by the Holy Spirit 
 I am closer to God 
 Love and face your Goliath's 
 Let God in your life and repent your sins 
 Open our hearts to let God in to help us 

Remember the tasks for Confirmation parents and sponsors from above? 

 What will you do now that to help your candidate strive toward their action step? 
 What will you do with the message they share from this event they experienced? 

Let the Confirmation team know how we can assist and support your efforts as parents / sponsors along 
this journey? 
 
This season of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is challenging with many events and tasks 
to be completed.  Each event, each task offers an opportunity for candidates, parents, and sponsors to 
renew their relationship with our God.  Are you willing to take on the challenge to be at each event, to 
complete each task and to encourage your candidate to do so as well? 
 
WHAT'S NEXT: 
 
Opportunities to Serve (Reminder: monthly log sheet of service due each Faith Group) 
With the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas around the corner there are many opportunities for 
Works of Mercy to be completed.  Check out the Confirmation webpage for details on volunteer events: 

 SRB-Common Threads Ministry on November 8th 
 Christmas Cheer Foundation  
 Friends of the Chicago River 
 Greater Chicago Food Depository 
 Feed My Starving Children 
 Let us know if there is an organization or ministry of service that you participate in/support that 

is different than those listed above?  Email DRE@srb-chicago.org 
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