
Dear Friend, 

Operation Gratitude's commitment to say “Thank You” to all who serve remains strong and clear 
- They can't stop, so we won't stop! Our Deployed Troops, National Guardsmen, First 
Responders, and Emergency Medical Personnel are on the frontlines of this pandemic, and we must 
take action to support them. 

Our response to COVID-19 is a call to action for #VirtualVolunteerism, and we are providing 3 
ways for members of your group (and their families) to give back from their own homes:  

1. Handmade With Love Items. There’s something about receiving a handmade item that warms 
the heart, especially when you’re deployed. If you’re in a group that knits, crochets or sews, we are 
calling on you to get out your needles and hooks and redouble your efforts during these challenging 
times.  For teams that love to craft, consider hand-making greeting cards. Every Handmade With 
Love item is an expression of deep appreciation for the service and sacrifice of our recipients.  

2. Make Paracord Bracelets. We include handcrafted paracord bracelets in every one of our Care 
Packages because they’re both functional and meaningful. Members of your group can purchase the 
cord in bundles of 5 by visiting Operation Gratitude’s eBay site, or you can respond directly to this 
email to order 100+ paracords and distribute them yourself. We can work with you to set up 
webinars or teleconferences both to provide instruction and to create a group-wide engagement. 

3. Write Letters. We hear time and again that handwritten letters are the most cherished items in 
our Care Packages. Sign up to participate and receive more details here. We would be delighted to 
join your group via technology to share the importance and impact of your efforts.  

Many groups across the nation are leveraging technology like Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Google 
Hangouts to facilitate virtual meet-ups to facilitate these activities listed above.  

As you organize your group’s remote volunteer activities to honor our Military and First Responders 
during this challenging time, please know your support and acts of gratitude will make a difference. 
Please join our virtual community, Operation Gratitude In Action, a dedicated space for virtual 
volunteers providing inspiration and information.  

Let’s turn the #OG2020Challenge into an opportunity for you and your family to give back. Together, 
we will show our nation’s heroes that while they continue to serve and protect us, we will 
continue to support them.  

With Gratitude, 

 

Kevin Schmiegel 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.) 
Chief Executive Officer, Operation Gratitude 
#ActionsSpeakLouder #VirtualVolunteerism 
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