
Welcome to Year II Preparation for First Reconciliation & Communion  

 

2020 

We are honored to journey with you and your child through Year II of this preparation process. This 

is a special time, a holy time for you, your child, and our parish. This process of preparation offers all of us   

many opportunities to deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ and each other as we grow in our 

understanding and appreciation of these Sacraments together. 

 As we begin Year II of preparation, it is important to think about the role parents play in “handing on the 

faith” to their children. It is vital for you to understand that, while your child maybe enrolled in either the 

parish school or parish faith formation process, it is you, their parents who have the greatest impact on 

their faith development. How you live your faith at home as well as how you participate in our 

parish community is crucial to the faith formation of your child.  Know that our parish will support you 

in many ways through providing preparation materials and coaching, offering prayers of support and 

encouragement, and modeling how to live our faith within the parish and beyond. 

Sacrament preparation process for First Reconciliation begins with a Parent Gathering in October, 

where parents can come together to reflect on the sacrament, to reflect on its impact in their lives; to 

discover how our understanding and celebration of the sacrament has evolved over the years, and to equip 

parents with the toots to prepare their child. This process utilizes a preparation book for parents to use 

with their child at home, as well as a parent guide with suggestions on how best to resource. Parents 

will also receive a monthly E-updates with helpful tips and reminders to keep track with the at home 

materials. Additionally parish school-teachers and parish catechists will be working with your child in their 

respective faith formation session to reinforce and enhance the work being done at home. 

Parents and their child will participate in a retreat experience that will further deepen their 

understanding of the sacrament as well as prepare for them for the actual reception of the sacrament. 

Sacrament preparation process for First Eucharist follows a similar format beginning with a parent 

gathering, preparation materials to use at home, additional instruction in school and faith formation, a 

formal rite of enrollment with the parish at a Sunday Mass, a retreat experience for children and parents, 

and a rehearsal prior to the celebration with First Communion.  

This year’s Sacrament Preparation Calendar for First Reconciliation & First Communion may be found on 

the back of this letter.  You will receive an email with a link to the Sacrament Event RSVP and Sacrament 

Fee forms.  Completed forms along with the Sacrament fee are due to the Faith Formation office by 

October 2nd. If you have received this information, and your child is not Catholic, please notify us. 

Contact the Faith Formation office with any questions or concerns that may arise during this 

preparation process: SACRAMENTS@srb-chicago.org or 773-286-0956. Check out Sacrament 

Parent page at:: https://srbchicago.wordpress.com/education/religious-education/first-communion/ 

Humbly- 

 MaryEllen Casselman - Parish Catechetical Leader 
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